Tabernacle

==Please describe Tabernacle Choir & Orchestra in Salk Lake City, Utah. How many members
in the band? Are they all full time professional musicians and singers or not?

The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square and the Orchestra at Temple Square together form
one of the most recognized sacred-music ensembles in the world, based in Salt Lake City,
Utah. Here’s a clear, fact-based breakdown of who they are and how they operate.

¢ What the Tabernacle Choir Is

The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square (formerly the Mormon Tabernacle Choir) is a
360-member choral ensemble known for its weekly broadcast Music & the Spoken Word,
international tours, and performances for U.S. presidents and global audiences.

Membership & Professional Status

360 singers: 91 sopranos, 95 altos, 81 tenors, 93 basses.

All singers are volunteers, not paid professionals. They are highly skilled musicians but
not full-time employees.

Age range: 25-60, with a maximum service of 20 years.

Members are faithful members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Weekly commitment: minimum 5 hours of rehearsal plus performances.

So: They are not full-time professional singers; they are exceptionally talented
volunteers.

¥ What the Orchestra at Temple Square Is

The Orchestra at Temple Square is a symphony orchestra founded in 1999 to accompany the
Choir.

Membership & Professional Status

More than 200 musicians on the roster, with about 85 performing weekly.

Members are professional musicians by training, but they serve without pay —
meaning they are volunteers, not full-time salaried orchestra members.

They accompany the Choir for broadcasts, concerts, tours, and recordings.

So: They are professionally trained musicians, but they volunteer their service rather
than being full-time paid orchestra members.



Group Number of Paid or Professional Status

Members Volunteer?
Tabernacle Choir 360 singers Volunteer Talented amateurs; not
full-time pros
Orchestra at 200+ musicians (=85 Volunteer Professionally trained
Temple Square perform weekly) musicians serving without

pay

==Thank for for your clear explanation. Even with volunteers, such staging such a large scale
and spectacular performances regularly requires considerable amount of on-going funding.
Please describe a little more in the aspect of how they are funded, operated, and managed.

Here’s the part most people don’t know: behind the Tabernacle Choir’s serene, polished
performances is a large, well-organized, and well-funded operational machine. Even
though the singers and orchestra members volunteer, the organization itself is run with
professional rigor.

Below is a clear, structured look at how they are funded, operated, and managed.

iii 1. How the Choir & Orchestra Are Funded

The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square is an official organization of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church). That means:

Primary Funding Source

Direct funding from the LDS Church The Church covers the major operational costs:
Facilities (Tabernacle, Conference Center, rehearsal halls)
Staff salaries (administration, production, audio engineers, music directors)
Broadcast infrastructure for Music & the Spoken Word
Travel and touring expenses
Recording and distribution costs
Wardrobe, staging, lighting, logistics

Additional Funding Sources

Sales of recordings (CDs, digital albums, streaming revenue)

Royalties from broadcasts and media licensing

Donations (not solicited publicly; some supporters contribute voluntarily)

Ticketed events (many concerts are free, but some special events generate revenue)



The Choir does not rely on member dues or fundraising campaigns. Its financial stability comes
from being part of a large global church with significant resources.

2. How the Organization Is Operated

Even though performers are volunteers, the organization itself is run like a professional arts
institution.

Professional Staff

The Choir employs full-time professionals in areas such as:

Executive leadership

Music direction and conducting
Production and broadcast engineering
Event management

Marketing and communications
Logistics and travel coordination
Costume design and wardrobe

Audio recording and mastering

Administrative support

These staff members ensure that the Choir can maintain a weekly broadcast, produce albums,
and stage large concerts with precision.

Facilities
The Choir uses world-class facilities owned by the Church:

Salt Lake Tabernacle (historic home)

Conference Center (21,000 seats, used for major concerts)
Broadcast studios

Rehearsal halls

Music libraries and archives

These facilities are maintained by the Church, not by the Choir’s own budget.

¢ 3. How the Choir & Orchestra Are Managed

The organization has a clear leadership structure.

Leadership



Choir President — oversees operations, strategy, and administration
Music Director / Conductor — artistic leadership, repertoire, rehearsals
Associate Music Directors — support conducting and training
Orchestra Director — oversees orchestral operations

Organists — world-class professionals employed by the Church
Volunteer Performers
Even though they are volunteers:

They audition through a rigorous multi-stage process

They commit to weekly rehearsals

They follow strict attendance and performance standards

They undergo periodic vocal evaluations

They adhere to Church membership and worthiness requirements

This creates a disciplined, reliable ensemble without needing to pay salaries.

Broadcast Operations

Music & the Spoken Word is one of the longest-running broadcasts in history (since 1929). It
requires:

A full broadcast engineering team
Audio technicians

Camera operators

Producers

Scriptwriters

Editors

All of these are paid professionals.

@ 4. Why the Choir Can Operate at Such High Scale

Three key reasons:
1. Institutional Support

The LDS Church provides stable funding, facilities, and staff.

2. Volunteer Performers

No salaries for 360 singers and 200+ orchestra members dramatically reduces costs.



3. Long-standing Infrastructure

Decades of broadcast experience, established touring logistics, and a dedicated administrative
team make operations efficient.

¥ If you want, | can go deeper
| can explain:

How auditions work

How tours are planned

How much a typical tour costs

How the Choir’s broadcast team operates

How the Choir compares to other major ensembles (e.g., Vienna Boys Choir, professional
symphonies)

Just tell me what angle you want to explore next.

==Thank you, | will like to visit more in those areas as you suggested. For now, | am wondering
if they receive any funding from other sources than the LDS church. As part of a church, by
separation of church and state, they receive no federal funding or endowment from government
sponsored sources, correct?

You're exactly right to think about the funding and governance side, because an ensemble of
this scale—weekly broadcasts, international tours, professional staging—cannot operate on
volunteer labor alone. And yes, your intuition about church—state separation is also correct.
Let’s walk through the funding picture clearly and precisely.

iii 1. Do They Receive Funding From Sources Other
Than the LDS Church?

In practice, almost all core funding comes from the LDS Church. There is no evidence of
federal, state, or municipal government grants being used to support the Choir’s operations.

Non-Church Funding Streams (Secondary, Not Primary)
These are commercial or private sources, not government sources:

Album sales (CDs, streaming, digital downloads)

Royalties from broadcasts, licensing, and media distribution

Ticket revenue from certain concerts (many are free)

Private donations (not solicited publicly; occasional supporters contribute)

Merchandise sales (limited)



These sources help offset costs but do not replace the Church’s primary financial support.

iii 2. Do They Receive Government Funding?

Short answer: No.

The Tabernacle Choir is part of a religious institution. Because of the First Amendment and the
Establishment Clause, U.S. federal and state governments do not provide operational funding
to religious organizations for religious activities.

Important distinctions

The Choir does not receive NEA (National Endowment for the Arts) grants.
The Choir does not receive federal arts subsidies.

The Choir does not receive state cultural grants.

The Choir does not receive municipal arts funding.

Why?

The Choir’s activities—broadcasts, worship services, religious concerts—are considered
religious expression, which cannot be funded by government without violating church—state
separation.

Exception (rare and limited)

If the Choir performs at a government event (e.g., presidential inauguration), the government
may cover event-related logistics (security, staging, travel reimbursement), but not ongoing
funding or salaries. This is similar to how any invited performer is treated.

% 3. How Their Funding Model Works in Practice

The LDS Church provides:

A. Facilities

Salt Lake Tabernacle
Conference Center
Rehearsal halls
Broadcast studios
Music libraries

Offices and administrative space

B. Professional Staff Salaries



Even though performers are volunteers, the organization employs:

Executive leadership

Music directors

Producers

Audio engineers

Broadcast technicians

Event planners

Marketing and communications staff
Wardrobe and costume staff
Archivists

Administrative personnel

These are paid positions funded by the Church.

C. Production & Broadcast Infrastructure

Music & the Spoken Word is one of the longest-running broadcasts in history (since 1929). The
Church funds:

Cameras

Audio systems

Broadcast trucks

Editing suites

Distribution networks

Digital streaming infrastructure

D. Touring Costs
When the Choir tours internationally, the Church covers:

Flights

Hotels

Meals

Shipping of equipment
Venue rental

Security

Logistics

This is a major expense—millions of dollars per tour.



® 4. Why They Don’t Need Government Funding

Three reasons:

1. The LDS Church has substantial financial resources

It can fully fund the Choir without external assistance.

2. Volunteer performers dramatically reduce costs

No salaries for 360 singers and 200+ orchestra members.

3. The Choir is a religious organization

Government funding would violate constitutional boundaries.

@ 5. Summary (Clear and Direct)

Topic Answer

Primary funding source LDS Church

Government funding? No, due to church—state separation

Other funding sources? Album sales, royalties, ticket revenue, private donations
Paid performers? No—volunteer singers and volunteer orchestra

Paid staff? Yes—administration, production, broadcast, music direction

If you want, we can go deeper into:

How auditions work

How tours are planned and funded

How the broadcast team operates

How their organizational structure compares to major symphonies

How the Choir’s budget likely breaks down (I can estimate categories)
Just tell me which direction you want to explore next.
==How large is the LDS congregation?

The LDS Church (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints) is a very large global
religious organization, and its size helps explain how it can sustain major institutions like the
Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra.

Worldwide Membership



As of the Church’s most recent official statistical report (Dec. 31, 2025), the LDS Church has
just over 17.8 million members worldwide.

Multiple independent reports from early 2026 confirm the same figure, noting that the Church
likely surpassed 18 million members during the first quarter of 2026 due to continued growth.

Key Global Statistics (2025-2026)

17,887,212 members worldwide (end of 2025)

385,490 convert baptisms in 2025 — a record high

32,046 congregations (wards and branches)

3,695 stakes

204 temples in operation, with 172 more announced or under construction
78,586 full-time missionaries

These numbers illustrate a large, well-organized global church with significant infrastructure and
resources.

us Membership in the United States

The search results above do not break out U.S.-only membership, but historically:

Roughly 35-40% of LDS membership lives in the United States.
That implies about 6.5-7.2 million members in the U.S.

(That estimate is based on long-standing demographic patterns; the Church’s official reports do
not publish country-by-country totals in the statistical summary.)

¥ Summary

Global LDS membership: ~17.9 million (end of 2025), likely >18 million in early 2026.
U.S. membership: ~6.5-7.2 million (estimated from historical ratios).

Growth: Strong convert baptism numbers and steady expansion of congregations and
temples.

If you'd like, | can also break down:

Membership by continent or region

Growth trends over the last decade

How LDS membership compares to other major Christian denominations

How the Church’s size relates to its financial capacity and operations (including funding of
the Tabernacle Choir)



==Does the LDS belong to evangelical Christians?

Short answer: No — the LDS Church is not considered part of evangelical Christianity,
even though there are some surface similarities.

Here’s the clearer, structured breakdown so you can see exactly where the distinctions lie.

¥ 1. How Evangelical Christians Define Themselves

Evangelical Christianity is generally defined by four core elements (often called the Bebbington
Quadrilateral):

Biblicism — the Bible as the ultimate authority
Crucicentrism — emphasis on Christ’s atoning sacrifice
Conversionism — the need for personal conversion (“born again”)

Activism — evangelism and missionary work

Evangelicals are typically part of Protestant traditions: Baptist, Pentecostal,
non-denominational, Reformed, etc.

¥ 2. Where the LDS Church Aligns With Evangelicals
There are similarities:

Strong missionary emphasis
Belief in Jesus Christ as Savior
High value placed on scripture
Conservative moral teachings

Similar worship styles in some congregations

These similarities often lead casual observers to assume the LDS Church is “another
evangelical denomination.”

But the differences are fundamental.

¥ 3. Why the LDS Church Is Not Classified as Evangelical
A. Different theology

Evangelicals and Latter-day Saints differ on core doctrines:

Nature of God LDS: God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost are three distinct
beings. Evangelicals: The Trinity — one God in three persons.



Scripture LDS: Bible + Book of Mormon + Doctrine & Covenants + Pearl of Great Price
Evangelicals: Bible alone (sola scriptura)

Authority LDS: Living prophets and apostles Evangelicals: No modern prophets; authority
comes from scripture alone

Salvation LDS: A combination of grace, faith, ordinances, covenants, and lifelong
discipleship Evangelicals: Salvation by grace through faith alone

B. Different historical origins

Evangelical Christianity: Emerged from Protestant Reformation traditions

LDS Church: Founded in 1830 by Joseph Smith, with unique scriptures and restored
priesthood authority

C. Different classification by scholars
Religious scholars categorize the LDS Church as:

Restorationist Christian movement
New religious movement within Christianity

Distinct Christian tradition

But not evangelical, Protestant, or Catholic.

¥ 4. How Evangelicals Typically View the LDS Church

This varies widely:

Some evangelicals view LDS beliefs as outside historic Christian orthodoxy
Others view Latter-day Saints as fellow Christians with different doctrines
Some view LDS missionary zeal and family values positively

Some view LDS theology as incompatible with evangelical doctrine

There is no single unified evangelical position, but the majority do not classify the LDS Church
as evangelical.

¥ 5. Summary (Clear and Direct)

Question Answer
Is the LDS Church evangelical? No

Does it share similarities with Yes — missionary work, Christ-centered teachings,
evangelicals? moral conservatism



Question Answer

Why not considered evangelical? Different theology, scripture, authority structure, and
historical origins

Scholarly classification? Restorationist Christian movement

If you want, | can also explain:

How LDS beliefs compare to Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox traditions
How evangelicals view LDS missionary work

Why some people mistakenly group LDS with evangelicals

How LDS theology differs from mainstream Christian creeds

Just tell me which direction you want to explore next.

==Despite differences you described, do LDS members genuinely consider themselves as
Christians without much reservation?

Yes — Latter-day Saints very much consider themselves Christians, and they do so
without hesitation or ambiguity. In fact, they consider their identity as Christians to be central to
their faith.

Here’s the clearest way to understand this, Tony.

~ 1.LDS Members See Themselves as Fully Christian
For Latter-day Saints:

Jesus Christ is the literal center of their religion.

Their church’s official name explicitly includes “The Church of Jesus Christ.”

Their scriptures, teachings, ordinances, and weekly worship all revolve around Christ.
Their baptismal covenant is to “take upon [them] the name of Jesus Christ.”

Their missionary work is focused on bringing people to Christ.

There is no internal doubt among LDS members about being Christian. They see themselves
as Christians in the most straightforward, literal sense.

~_ 2. Why They Feel This So Strongly

LDS members believe:

Jesus Christ is the Son of God
He lived, died, and was resurrected

Salvation comes through His atonement



He is the head of their church

They must follow Him, repent, and live His teachings

These are not peripheral beliefs — they are the core of LDS identity.

¥ 3. Why Some Outside Groups Disagree
This is where confusion comes in.
Some evangelical or traditional Protestant groups say LDS are not Christians because:

LDS theology differs from historic creeds (Nicene, Athanasian)
LDS scripture includes books beyond the Bible

LDS view of the Trinity is not the classical Trinitarian model
LDS believe in modern prophets and continuing revelation

So the disagreement is doctrinal, not behavioral or self-identity.

Evangelicals often use “Christian” to mean “orthodox Protestant theology.” LDS use “Christian”
to mean “a follower of Jesus Christ.”

Different definitions — different conclusions.

¥ 4. How LDS Members React to Being Told They’re “Not
Christian”

Most Latter-day Saints find it:

Confusing, because their entire faith is centered on Christ
Frustrating, because they feel the label is being used as a boundary marker
Incorrect, because they believe deeply in Jesus Christ as Savior

Unfair, because the term “Christian” historically means “a follower of Christ,” not “a follower
of a specific creed”

They don’t feel insecure about their Christian identity — they feel misunderstood.

¥ 5. Summary (Clear and Direct)

Question Answer

Do LDS members consider themselves Absolutely yes — without reservation.
Christians?

Why? Their entire faith is centered on Jesus

Christ.



Question Answer

Why do some evangelicals disagree? Different theological definitions of
“Christian.”

Is the disagreement internal or external? External — LDS members themselves have
no doubt.

If you want, Tony, | can also explain:

How LDS theology about Christ compares to evangelical theology

Why the “Are Mormons Christian?” debate became prominent in the 20th century
How scholars classify the LDS Church in religious studies

How LDS members view other Christian denominations

Just tell me which direction you want to explore next.

==In all Americans who identify themselves as Christians, including the LDS, Catholics, and
evangelicals, can you break down those three groups percentage wise, add whateve you think
for me to know about

Absolutely, Tony — here’s the clear, data-driven breakdown of how Americans who identify as
Christians divide among evangelicals, Catholics, and Latter-day Saints (LDS), plus the
additional context you’ll want to understand the landscape.

I'll use the most authoritative sources available: Pew Research Center, Public Religion
Research Institute (PRRI), and LDS Church official statistics.

us 1. First: How Many Americans ldentify as
Christian?

As of 2024-2025 national surveys:

63% of U.S. adults identify as Christian (This includes Protestants, evangelicals,
Catholics, Orthodox, LDS, and others.)

That 63% breaks down into several major groups.

1! 2. Breakdown of American Christians
(Percent of U.S. Adults)

A. Evangelical Protestants

24-26% of U.S. adults



Largest Christian subgroup in the country

Includes Baptists, Pentecostals, non-denominational churches, Assemblies of God, etc.

B. Catholics

20-21% of U.S. adults
Second-largest Christian group
Very stable numbers due to immigration and large Hispanic Catholic population

C. Latter-day Saints (LDS / Mormons)

1.2-1.5% of U.S. adults
Roughly 6.5-7 million Americans

Small but highly organized and cohesive group

D. Other Christian Groups

These fill out the remaining ~15%:

Mainline Protestants (e.g., Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian) — ~14%
Historically Black Protestant churches — ~6%
Orthodox Christians — ~1%

Other Christian movements — ~1%

(Note: These overlap slightly depending on survey methodology.)

@ 3. Putting It All Together (Simple Table)

Group % of U.S. Adults Approx. Number of People
Evangelical Protestants 24-26% ~80 million

Catholics 20-21% ~65 million

LDS (Mormons) 1.2-1.5% ~6.5—7 million

Mainline Protestants ~14% ~45 million

Black Protestant Churches ~6% ~20 million

Orthodox Christians ~1% ~3 million

Other Christian groups ~1% ~3 million

Total Christian population = 63% of U.S. adults.



) 4. Important Context You Should Know

A. Evangelicals are the largest Christian group

They are the most politically and culturally influential Christian bloc in the U.S.

B. Catholics are the most institutionally stable
Catholicism has:

The largest number of churches
The largest number of clergy

The most extensive charitable network (schools, hospitals, charities)

C. LDS are small in number but extremely organized

Even though they are only ~1.5% of the population, they have:

A global humanitarian network

A large missionary force

A strong internal identity

High rates of religious participation

A large financial base relative to membership size

D. Mainline Protestants are declining

Once the dominant American Christian group (1950s—-1970s), they have steadily decreased in
membership.

E. Christianity overall is shrinking as a share of the U.S.
population

1990: ~85% Christian
2024: ~63% Christian
Growth is strongest among:
“Nones” (no religious affiliation)
Non-Christian religions (Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism)

% 5. Summary (Clear and Direct)

Evangelicals: ~25%
Catholics: ~21%
LDS: ~1.5%



Other Christians: ~15%

Total Christians: ~63% of Americans

LDS members absolutely consider themselves Christians, but they are not classified as
evangelical and represent a small but distinct portion of American Christianity.

Tony, if you want, | can also break down:

Christian demographics by race or ethnicity

How Christian groups vote politically

How LDS growth compares to evangelical and Catholic trends
How religious affiliation varies by age (Gen Z vs Boomers)

How Texas compares to national averages

Just tell me which direction you want to explore next.

==Hmm. My perception of the LDS or Mormons as they mostly white in ethnicity, reside largely
in northwest geographically. Recently | went to volunteer at a LDS owned and operated peanut
butter cannery in Houston, Texas. When did LDS come to Sunbelt including Texas, where
evangelical Christians dominate?

Tony, this is a great question — and your perception is actually historically accurate. The LDS
Church did begin as a mostly white, mostly Intermountain West (Utah—Ildaho—Arizona corridor)
religion. But the story of how it expanded into the Sunbelt, including Texas, is one of the most
interesting religious migrations in modern American history.

Let me break it down clearly and directly.

@ 1. Early LDS Geography: Mostly Mountain
West

For most of its history (mid-1800s through mid-1900s), the LDS Church was concentrated in:

Utah (the headquarters)
Idaho
Arizona

Parts of Wyoming, Nevada, and Colorado
This region became known as the “Mormon Corridor.”
Demographically, the membership was:

Overwhelmingly white



Mostly rural or small-town
Culturally homogeneous
Centered around Utah’s settlement history

So your perception is rooted in real historical patterns.

= 2. When Did LDS Expansion Into the Sunbelt
Begin?

The major shift happened after World War Il, accelerating in the 1960s-1980s, and exploding
in the 1990s-2000s.

Key drivers of LDS migration into the Sunbelt:

A. Economic migration

The Sunbelt (Texas, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, etc.) boomed economically:

Aerospace

Oil & gas
Technology
Military bases
Suburban growth

LDS families moved for jobs, just like millions of other Americans.

B. Missionary work

The LDS Church’s missionary program expanded dramatically in the 1960s—1990s. Texas
became a major mission field:

Texas Houston Mission (est. 1960s)
Texas Dallas Mission

Texas San Antonio Mission

Texas Fort Worth Mission

Texas Lubbock Mission

Texas McAllen Mission

Missionaries brought converts, and converts brought congregations.

C. Suburban growth

LDS congregations thrive in:



Family-oriented suburbs
Growing cities
Areas with affordable housing

Texas fits this perfectly.

D. Internal church strategy
Starting in the 1970s, the Church intentionally expanded:

Building temples outside Utah
Establishing welfare operations (like the peanut butter cannery you visited)
Creating regional administrative centers

Supporting new congregations in fast-growing states

Texas became a priority.

fx 3. When Did LDS Arrive in Texas Specifically?
Early presence: 1840s-1850s

Missionaries visited Texas even before the Saints migrated to Utah, but numbers remained tiny.

Real growth: 1950s-1980s

Post-war economic expansion brought LDS families to:

Houston

Dallas

San Antonio

Austin

Midland/Odessa (oil industry)

Major expansion: 1990s—present
Texas became one of the fastest-growing LDS states in the U.S.
Today:

Texas has over 380,000 Latter-day Saints
Making it the third-largest LDS population after Utah and California
With 4 temples operating and more announced

Houston alone has:



Dozens of LDS congregations

A major temple

Welfare operations (like the cannery you visited)
A large missionary presence

® 4. Why LDS Growth in Texas Is Not Surprising
Texas is:

Highly religious
Family-oriented
Suburban

Growing rapidly
Economically strong

Friendly to faith-based organizations
Evangelicals dominate, yes — but Texas is also fertile ground for:

Catholics

LDS

Pentecostals

Non-denominational megachurches

The LDS Church fits well into Texas’s religious culture:

Conservative values

Strong family emphasis

High volunteerism

Community service

Self-reliance and preparedness
Humanitarian operations (like the cannery)

So the LDS presence in Texas is now large, stable, and growing.

© 5. What About Ethnic Diversity?

Your perception of LDS being mostly white was historically accurate. But today, the Church is
far more diverse, especially in the Sunbelt.

In Texas, LDS membership includes:

Hispanic/Latino families (large and growing)



Black members

Asian members

Pacific Islanders

Mixed-race families

Converts from evangelical backgrounds
Converts from Catholic backgrounds

Texas LDS congregations are much more diverse than Utah congregations.
@ 6. Summary (Clear and Direct)

LDS began mostly white and mostly in the Mountain West.

Major expansion into the Sunbelt began after WWII.

Texas became a major LDS growth center starting in the 1950s—1980s.

Today Texas has ~380,000 LDS members — one of the largest LDS populations in the U.S.
LDS congregations in Texas are significantly more ethnically diverse than those in Utah.
The cannery you visited is part of the Church’s welfare/humanitarian system, which
expands wherever membership grows.

Tony, if you want, | can also explain:

How LDS humanitarian operations work (like the cannery)

How LDS demographics differ between Utah and Texas

How LDS growth compares to evangelical growth in the Sunbelt

Why LDS converts in Texas often come from evangelical backgrounds

Just tell me which direction you want to explore next.

==Thank you. Years ago, Mormon youth in pairs came to my door to deliver their religious
messages. They were young men, in their high school or collage age, well dressed in white
shirts, black pans, and black shoes despite the humidity and heat in Houston. | really liked them
and admire their devotion to their beliefs and course. | don't see those kids any more for years.
Do the LDS still keep that practice to train, inspire and instill their young folks with their beliefs?

Tony, your memory of those young men in white shirts and black ties is spot-on — and you’re
not imagining things. The LDS missionary program absolutely still exists, and it is still one
of the most structured, disciplined youth-development systems in the world. But the way you
see missionaries today has changed, especially in places like Houston.

Let me break down what happened, why you don’t see them as often, and how the program
works now.



© 1. Yes — LDS youth still serve missions. The
practice is alive and strong.

The LDS Church still sends out tens of thousands of missionaries worldwide.

Current numbers (2025-2026):

78,000+ full-time missionaries
Ages 18-25 for men, 19-25 for women
Serving in over 400 missions worldwide

Wearing the same white shirts, ties, name tags, and conservative dress

So the tradition you remember is still very much part of LDS culture.

¥ 2. Why you don’t see them at your door as
often

There are several reasons — none of which mean the program has declined.

A. Shift in missionary strategy
Starting around 2013-2015, the Church began shifting away from:

Door-to-door proselytizing
Cold-contact street approaches

And toward:

Community service

Humanitarian work

Teaching through referrals

Online outreach

Social media messaging

English classes, addiction recovery groups, family history help

This means missionaries are still everywhere — but not always knocking on doors.
B. Houston is huge
Missionaries are assigned to specific neighborhoods. If your area has:

Fewer referrals
Fewer active LDS members



High security or gated communities

Apartment complexes with restricted access

They may not work your street.

C. COVID changed everything

During 2020-2022:

Door-to-door work stopped almost entirely
Online teaching became the norm
Many missionaries were reassigned or sent home temporarily

Even after COVID, the Church kept the new model.

D. More women serve missions now

You may notice more female missionaries (“sister missionaries”) than before.

= 3. Do missions still train and inspire LDS
youth? Absolutely.

The missionary program is still the central rite of passage for LDS young adults.

What missions teach:

Discipline

Service

Leadership

Public speaking

Resilience

Faith

Cross-cultural experience

Language skills (over 60 languages taught)

Why families still encourage missions:

It strengthens identity

Builds character

Creates lifelong friendships
Deepens religious commitment
Helps youth transition into adulthood



Teaches responsibility and independence
For many LDS families, a mission is still considered:

“One of the most important experiences of a young person’s life.”

X 4. Missionaries in Houston today
Houston is still a major LDS missionary hub.

There are three LDS missions covering the region:

Texas Houston Mission
Texas Houston East Mission
Texas Houston South Mission

Missionaries in Houston today often:

Volunteer at food banks

Help at LDS canneries (like the one you visited)
Teach English classes

Assist refugees

Work with local charities

Visit members and new converts

Teach lessons by appointment

Use social media to find people interested in learning

So they’re still here — just doing more service and less door-knocking.

% 5. Why you admired them — and why that
hasn’t changed

The qualities you noticed:

Politeness

Discipline

Clean appearance

Respectfulness

Commitment

Courage to talk to strangers

Willingness to serve in heat and humidity



Those traits are still very much part of LDS missionary culture.
If you visited an LDS cannery today, you likely saw:

Young missionaries

Adult volunteers

Senior missionary couples
Local LDS members

Community volunteers like yourself

The missionary spirit is alive — just expressed differently.

&’ 6. Summary (Clear and Direct)

Yes, LDS youth still serve missions.

Yes, they still wear white shirts, ties, and name tags.

Yes, the program is strong and growing.

You see fewer door-knockers because the strategy changed.

Houston still has many missionaries — they’re just doing more service work.
Tony, if you want, | can also explain:

How missionary training works

What missionaries do day-to-day

How missions are funded

How missionary assignments are chosen

Why missions are so important in LDS culture
Just tell me which angle you want to explore next.

==Thank you. One last question - back to the choir and orchestra, does the word "Tabernacle"
mean?

Tony, this is a great final question — and the meaning of “Tabernacle” is actually one of the
most interesting parts of the Choir’s identity. It's a word with deep biblical roots, and the LDS
use it very intentionally.

Here’s the clear, structured explanation you'll appreciate.

@ 1. The Biblical Meaning of “Tabernacle”

In the Bible, the Tabernacle was:



A portable sanctuary used by Moses and the Israelites

A sacred place where God’s presence was believed to dwell
The center of worship, sacrifice, and sacred music

A holy gathering place for the community

So the word originally meant “a sacred meeting place where God dwells among His
people.”

This meaning is exactly why the LDS Church uses the term.

iii 2. The Salt Lake Tabernacle (the building)

The Salt Lake Tabernacle is a historic building completed in 1875, located on Temple Square
in Salt Lake City.

It was designed as:

A large assembly hall

A place for worship, conferences, and community gatherings
A building with extraordinary acoustics

A home for sacred music

The architecture is famous for its massive domed roof, built without interior pillars — a marvel
for its time.

Because of its acoustics, it became the perfect home for a choir.

¢ 3. Why the Choir Is Called “The Tabernacle
Choir”

The Choir originally performed in the Salt Lake Tabernacle, so it took its name from the building.
But the name also carries deeper meaning:

A. Musical worship in a sacred space

Just like the biblical Tabernacle was a place of sacred music, the Choir’s mission is to:

Inspire

Comfort

Uplift

Bring people closer to God through music

B. Symbol of spiritual gathering



The Choir represents:

Community
Worship

Unity

Sacred tradition

C. Historical continuity

The Choir has been performing in the Tabernacle since the mid-1800s, making the name part
of its identity.

% 4. Modern usage: “Tabernacle Choir at
Temple Square”
In 2018, the LDS Church updated the name to:
“The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square”
Why?

To emphasize the Choir’s connection to Temple Square, the Church’s headquarters
To align with the Church’s emphasis on using the full name of the Church
To preserve the historic “Tabernacle” identity while clarifying location

But the meaning of “Tabernacle” remains the same — a sacred gathering place.

5. Summary (Clear and Direct)

“Tabernacle” originally means a sacred place where God dwells among His people.
The Salt Lake Tabernacle is a historic LDS building known for its acoustics.

The Choir was named after the building where it performed for over a century.

The name symbolizes sacred music, worship, and spiritual gathering.

Today it is officially called The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square.

Tony, if you want, | can also explain:

Why the Tabernacle’s acoustics are world-famous

How the Tabernacle was engineered in the 1800s

Why the Choir sometimes performs in the Conference Center instead
The symbolism of Temple Square in LDS culture

Just tell me what direction you want to explore next.



==Very good. You offered me many more topics for me to explore in "later days" :) . Appreciate
it. All of your responses are every educational to me. Thank you!

Tony, that means a lot. I've really enjoyed this conversation with you — you ask thoughtful
questions, you connect history with personal experience, and you’re genuinely curious about
the world. That makes for the kind of dialogue | love.

And I'm glad the information has been useful. The LDS Church, its culture, its humanitarian
work, and the Tabernacle Choir all have deep roots and fascinating stories behind them. You've
explored them with such openness and respect, which is refreshing.

Whenever you feel like diving into any of those “later days” topics — the Choir’s acoustics,
missionary life, LDS humanitarian operations, Texas religious demographics, or anything else
— I'll be right here, ready to go deeper with you.

Take your time, enjoy the day, and thank you again for the warm words.



